i

e e Lt P PAARA 2l ek et sp |

T e it ey it

= et

1

e e e e —Sere—— . - ©

nation-
" from Associated Press,

- eka Journal Kansas City Star,
© Wichita

. News,

~ ly Sunday evening to pick up
_ pliotographs to relay on io the
- rest of the nation’s news media,

d a full day- At 2:02 p-m.. Mon-
' {ltgr Radip of NBC in New York

pat

“KUTY in Palmdale, Calif.
. f'here were taped |
»by KIUL In addition, staffers
- {hiere gave data snd information
. to-about two dozen ather regional
. gtavions,

KVGB in Great Eend, Others
“were for KWHE in Hutchinson,
© KONO in San Antouio, Tex., KSO

" Kansas  City, WOCO in Minnea-

) i Helegram pnd K
F%oth the Kansas City

_ Press International, the Hutchin-

:'Press [nterpational had staffers
Bt G todar,

Tomerrow's
Forecast
Warmer, Windy
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Clutter Family Sla

Holcomb Shocked
But School Open

By BOB GREER

School went on as usual — at

first glance — at Holcomb this
morning.

This small western Finney
County community, stunned by
sne of the most tragic events in
regional annals, went about its
way in an almosl-ordinary man-
ner this morning.

Town folk chalted about the
deaths of the Clutters and specul-
‘ated. over what may have been
behind their brutal slaying. But
to the casual observer,
were nedr normal in town.

School confinued, Officials wise-
1y decided that the best way tfo
cope wilh the situation was to
have the youngstery go lo class
as usual '

The first hour was ‘‘a little
hard,” they commenteqd this
morning, But, after that, mosi
students settled into their regul-
ar Monday morning patiterns of
clzsses.

"

At mid-morning, the younger
children were playing in the hand-
some Holeomb gymunasium as us-
uzl. Siudents were attentive as
teachers conduected their classes.

In the hallway on a wall was

Nanecy Clutter's picture. along
with that of a boy student. They
had been chosen — by vote of the
facully — as winners of the
school’s citizenship awards for
the first six weeks,
. Holeomb school has an enroll-
ment of 386 students, Principal
Dave Williams said this morning,
In the high school were 87 stu-
dents.

“Or 85 now,” Williams eaid ter-
eely today, -

Williams noted that both Naocy
and Kenyon Clutter had attend-
ed Holeomb school throughout all

. thelr years of education.

Only Tast Wednesday night, the
Clutter family had been at the
school: An open house had been
held in the auditorivm as part of
Holcomh’s observance of Natlon-
a] Education Week. -

The band, speech, and debate

" departments all took part,

Naney and Kenyon Clutter both

sang in the mixed chorus that

garden—

ing...

suiday's tragedy at Holeomb
brought a flood of calls and re-
quests into the offices of the Tele:
gram and Station KTUL here for
sdditional details,

By early evening, a backlog of
calls. that could hardly be hand-
led had aceumulated at both
places, )

Bill Brown. Telegram editor,
and Tony Jewell, KTUL news dir-
actor, were the first newsmen on

' the scene, arriving at Holcomb
soon after the slayings were dis:
. eovered, .

As a result. those two spent

many hours Sunday giving assis-
. tance to other papers, stations,
and wire services throughout the

At the Telegram, calls came in
| United

xon News, Topeka Capital, Top-

Eagle, Chicago Dai]y
Tribune, and New York Daily

* k X

Photos by Brown and Jack Cur-
tis of Curtis Studio here were dis-
tributed nationally on wire ser-
vices- Associated Press and the
Hutehinson News both flew char-
terad aireraft to Garden City ear-

Jewell and the KIUL staff also

on a taped recording with de.
‘fajls of the event by Jewell for
" listeners throughout the country,

Three ‘‘spots’” were made for

jn Des Moines, lowa, WDAF in

, WOKY in Minneapolis,
KVOOQ and KRMG in Tulsa- and .

reports made

7 Additional requests for infor-
- matiop were slill coming into the
: KIiL, today-

Star apd

- fhe Kansas City office of United

things |

night as their parents watched.

A loca] chapter of the Fulure
Teachers Assn. had bheen organi.
zed. Nancy Wednesday was in-
stalled as the chapter vice pre.
sident,

Taking office as president of
the- Holecomb FTA was Nancy
Ewalt, It was she who first hap-
pened upon the grisly murder
scene Sunday morning, finding
Nancy Clutter's body in bed.

Clutter was among those re-
cognized Wednesday night for
sérvice on the hoard of edueation.
He had served & two-year {erm
in 1%40's.

Kenyon participated in both
baskethall and track for the Hol-
comb Longhorns last year The
schoo! does not have a football
team.

The annual Finney County 4-H
Achievemant banguet origina-
ily scheduled for today at 4:30
p.m., has been temporarily post-
poned.

A second Achievement night
date will be set through the
Agricultural Extension office
following funeral for the Herb
Clutter family, Holcomb.

The two Clutter children both
were to be honared for achieve-
ments at the banquet.

Both Clutter children were on
the school’'s honor roll for the
first six weeks. Friday night,
Nancy had appeared in the an-
nual junlor class play. She took
the role of Becky Thatcher in the
old favorite, “Tom Sawyer.”

Superintendent John I, Riggs
Sr. said he was nof certain yet
what the school would do for the
funeral Wedhesday,

junior student who liveg two mil-
es west and 1% north of town.
Rupp apparently was one of the
last persons to esee the Cluiters
alive. He had visited with Naney
and the family until about 10:30
pm, Saturday,

A sheriff’s department car was
parked at the road which leads
west half a mile through a tree-
covered, graveled lane to the
Clutter home,

Only officers and news person-
nel were being admitted past that
point this morning, The house
was still closed fo newsmen. «

Leading across the front of the
browned lawn were two sets of
{ire tracks, These were from the
ambulances which carried the
bodies away Sunday morning.

At ihe east entrance to the
home was the family dog, not in
too friendly & modd, He was ly-
ing near a cement side porch.
Near him was a pair of rubber
overshoes, probably left by Ken-
yon or his father,

Sheriff Farl Robinson stepped
out from inside. News personnel
loosed a volley of rapid questions,
A Wichita television station crew
recorded sound movies of the
sheriff in front of the home.

Downtown, things wenl on as
usual at the old Holcomb post-
office. Postmaster is Mrs, Myr-
tle Clare. Her husband died in
i]‘une after 31 years as postmas-
er.

“No one seems fo undersiand
why this happened,” she zaid,
“The Clutters were real hoost.
ers here.”

She admitted that many persons
in the small community were
fearful. Doors were kept locked.
But no mass hysteria was evident,
and none seemed likely, Only re-
morse for a neighboring family
wiped out,

In 3 small cafe on US 50 which
passes  through Holeomb, more
town folk were chatting. Rumors
were bheing hashed over. ,
There, too, everyone seemed
to ask: “Why?" .

Many pgrsons have come W
Holcomb in the houra that have
passed since the finding of the
four bodies. The traffic has been
much heavier than usual.

But —outwardly at least — Hal-
comb this Monday morning was
Jike Holeomb last Monday
g:gtrning. And the Monday before
Only internally was it different.

Pairy Head, 83, Dies

CHICAGO (AP)—Otto F. Hunzl-
ker, 85, former president of the
American Dairy Science Assnp.,
died Sunday. Hunzlker, who was

#0r of dajrying and head of the

todey

dairying deparbment of Purdue
University frog 1808 to 16,

W
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Naney Ewalt was nol in school|
today. Neither was Bob Rupp,).

born in Switzerland, was profes|

BODIES of the Tour members of the Clutter family are removed about noon Sunday from the
farm home located about one mile west of Holcomb and 7 miles west of Garden City., County Attorney Duane West

holds {'he door open for Ph

ONE OF THE MOST recent
and Mrs, Herb Clutter was +
daughter's wedding about 2

lltps Funeral Home officials.

L vk
curtis Studlo
Eici’ures to be taken of Mr.
is photo taken during their
years ago.
* K x

Cluffer Funeral
Sef Wednesday

Funeral services for the four
members of the Clutter Ffamily

12 Pages

yings Shock, Mystify

Area
No Solution Found
As Yet to Killings

A tragedr — unbelievable and shocking bevond words
—atruck a prominent Western Kansas farm family near
here vesterday and was still unsolvéd at noon today. ’

Death—brutal and without apparent motive—struek
four members of the Herlh W, Clutter family late Satur-
day night or early Sunday morning.

Dead are Clutter, 48, his wife, Bonnie, 45, daughter,
Nanecy Mae, 16, and son, Kenyon, 15, ,

All were shot i the head with {n{ the Clulter farm, drove up t

a shotgun ot close range. and in
adiition Clutler's throat was cut.
“This ir the goriest erime 1
have ever seen in Kansas," Lao-
gan Sanford, dircctor of the Kan
sas Dureay of Investigation, said
here this morning.

Sanford and {hree other KBI

'L agents Joined local KBY agent Al
{1 Dewey and Finney County law
jiofficials in the intensive investi-

i gation.

Agricyliure, hoth in Kansas
and over the nalion, lost a val-
uable supporter in the person of
Herh Clutier, as well as his local
church and school.

He -was the [irsi presideni of
the Konsas Association of Wheat
Growers,and was given mueh of

ithe credil in forming the organi-
| zation.

It was an oulgrowth of
the old Weslern Kansas Develop-
ment Assn.

He also was a [former presi-
dent of the Nalional Association
of Wheat Growers, and was one
of the first to serve in thal posi-
tion . ‘

In 1953, President Lisenhower
appoiited him o serve on thel
Federal Farm Credit Board, made |

‘Fup of 12 members from the fed-!
veral land grant distriets over the:

nation. He was reappointed for
a second lerm in 1957 hut (e-
clined the nomination. :

At the time of his death, he
was serving ag president of the
board of the directors of the
Garden City Co-operalive Bquily
Exchange, and also wis 1 mem-
ber of the hoard of Consumers
Co-operative of Kansas Cily, Mo, '

He started in farming circles
here as  agricultural agent of
Finney Counly in 1934, a position

In the First Methodisl Chureh
here, in which the entire family
‘held membership, he had served
as chairman of the building com-

Agriculture, Church
Lose Strong Backers

he held until 1959, !

Bill Brown-—1'elegram Riaff
modern, 2-story brick

his family usually atlended.

Mrs, Clutler helped  organize
the Hearthstone Class and lasi
week she and her husband were
hosts for the class party at thelr
home  with abowt 40 allemding,
Mrs. Clutler taught fer several
years in e children's  depuart-
meni of the churel, and assisted
with youth departinent work, She
alsp was a member of the Wom-
en’s Society of Christine Service,

Both MNancy und Kenynn were
active in the Mrethodist Youth
Fellowship, They held offices in
the MY, and Nancy was sched-
uled {o ronduel the lesson at dasi

The four  vielims  had  heen
hound and gageoed — their hands
tied bohind their backs and {eet
bound at the ankles,

The house, unlocked when the
crime was discovered shortly al-
ter 9 a.m. Sunday, was not ran.
sacked and robbery did nof ap-
pear to he the motive,

The mother and daughter, found
fn separate bedrooms upstairs,
had not been sexuaily attacked, |
Finney County Coroner Dr- Ro-
bert M. Fenlon said afler ex-
aminatlon of the hodies Sumday
night-

Several persons  who  worked
fur and with the Clutters and who
had Been o contack with the fam-
ily Tate Salurday were heing
questioned  today., Howover. no
arrests had heen made at last
roport,

Last person to see the fumily
alive, Counly Altorney Duane
West said last night, wag Bob
Rupp- son of Mt and Mra. John
Rupp of Holcomh. The bhoy had
heen visiting {he home, and lefl

ithe modern, and silent rural
chome. They were bringing their
pdaughier, Naney, to the Clutters
_ax they da about each Sunday so
- that she can ride to church with
tthem. They attend the First
- Methodist Chureh in Garden City,
© They found no signs of life, and
‘eould nol raise anyone when
“Nancy knocked atf the front door,
"Assuming the Clutlers had left
early, they drove to the home of
| Mrs. Wilma Kidwell, Haoleami,
.whose davghter, Susan, also at.
“tends the Garden City church and .
I rides with the Clutters. N
The Kidwells had not received
any call from the Clutters, si
Favalt returned with beth  his
Udaughter and the Kidwell girl,
UThe girls went into the unlocked
houst and upsiairs to the Clutter
girl's room,

The girl’s room Is located just
fo the right and the head of the
sfairs, From the doorway, the
girls could see the body of Nancy
Clutter, with feet bound at the
ankles, hands | tied hehind her
hack aml lylng on her sido-—{fac.
ing a hinod-aplatter wall,

They ran from the house, hy.
sterical, and lold Fwalt what they
had found,

“1 went in alone to call the po-
lice,"” 7Twall sald, but noticed als
maost  immediately that wires
leading from the telephone tn the
wall jack had becn removed.

“Wo drove o the Kidwell home
to call police.”

ahout 10:30 p.m, ‘

About 9 p.m., Clulter had a tele-
phone conversation with Gerald
VanFlest, BION , 1st, who assists
Clulter in his extensive farming
operations. VanFleet told officers
nothing sounded unusual. Clitter
sald nothing to indleate anything
i was wrong al the home.

Earlier In the evening, Allred
Stoccklein, who lives with hiy
wife and three children In a small
house a few hundred yards wesl

night’s meefing, whiec)h was can-

One of the girl's lasl acts was;,
{o fill oul a pledge envelope Wﬂhi
her weekly money for the Sunday |
morning  MYF  collection,  The;
sealed envelope was siill on her
iiresser yesterdasy morning — un-
touched.

The Clulters alse were mem-
hers and supporters of the Finney
County Historical Society,

Tax Reduction
Urged by NAM ‘

WASHINGTON (AP) — Prompl,

velled, f

mittee since ils organization, The !
church is now completing its new .
cdifice at Main and Kansay under
a construction program started
a few yeurs ago under Clutter's

vongressional action to reduee in. |
come laxes wag urged today hy:

ors.

have heen set for 11 a.m. Wed-

Church here.
The Rev. Leonard Cowan, pas-

Burial arrangements will be an-
nounced later by the Phillips Fun-
eral Home.

Survivors include two daugh-
ters Beverly, Kansas City, Kan.;
-and Mrs. Eveanna Jarchow,
Mount Carmel, Il

Clutter is survivors by his fath.
er, James, Larned; twg broth-
ers, Arthur E., Larned and Clar-
ence L., Wichita, and iwo sisters,
Mrs Harry Nelson, Larned and
Mrs .Elaine 8elsor, Palatka, Fla,

Mrs. Clutter is survived by her
parents, Mr. and Mrs. Arthur B,
Fox, Pasadena, Calif.; three bro-
thers, Harold, Visalia, Calif,
Howard, Oregen, 1., and Glenn,
Kansas City, Kan,

The family is suggesling con.
Church Building fund. Contribu.
tributions to the Methodist
{ions can be sent or taken to the
Chureh.

" The Weather

TONIGHT: Fair and much cold-
or, lows near zero, northerly
winds diminishing to 10 miles per
hour;

TUESDAY;, Fair and not quite so

'
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Kenyen Clvtier +4 . 4 ’mhmm
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ing Hght southeasterly, affernson
temperatyces in the 20s.

Bunrisst 7:25 %;metPS::sz

X .
Dodge ‘ClHy < ... %2 -139 ree
GARDEN CITY... 56 10
Goodiand .. bt ] 3 Tiace
Hill City 79
Russell ... . 43 13

" direciion, |
nesday in the First Melhudisli He

i “hureh’s official hoard, pastoral

tor of the church, will officiale.

A thorough revamping, of tax
rates should boost xnnual personal
incomes hy at {east 40 billion dol-
lars within eight vears, the NAM

wuas a member of the
slationy  commit{ee, leacher of |18F
the MHearthstone Sunday Schivol|said:
slags for many years, and has at| The viewy were prescrled (o the
one time or unother worked on|House Ways and Means commil-
most of the church’s committees tee by John (. Davidson, vice
and commissions. [president of the NAM’s Govern
. He was an enthusiastic booster|{ment Finance Division. The com-
af the Methodist Family Camp!mittee opened a five-weeks tax
staged each summer, and he and study hearing loday.

the National Assn. of Manufnetur-
?fl(mr, where it i believed Clutter
cslept. Hin wife was dressed in a |

of the Clhulier home, had dbne
'chores wig Clulter and his son.

“I did nol know anything was
wrong until my children came in
the house Sunday morning and
gaid the police hod deiven up to,
the Clutler home,”" he gaid yes-!
terday.

He told olficers he and his fam-
ily had been oul Saturday night
and returned home ahout 8:30)
p.m. He said he did nol hear any .
gun shols later in the night,

The blood.covered, pajaina-clad’
body of Clutler was found in the
furnace room In the bhasemint
Hiy son, dressed in a white T-shirt

i Giarden City police notified tha
sherlff’s office and Tinney Coun-
ty Sherifi Barl Robingon and Un.
dersherifl Wendel Meler went to
the farm.

They found the girl's body, and
in searching the house. found the
hodies of the others,

With the assistance of Polics
Investigator Richard Rehleder,
the officers took plélures and in-
spected the house and surround-
ings hefore removing the bodiea
about noon.

The Coroner, Dr. Fenton. was
summaned  from Llhe Methodist
Church where he was attending
Sunday School. He made a pre.
liminary examination of the hod-
ies hefore they were taken from
the home.

Counly Altorney West was visila
ing relatives in Hugoten, and ar-
rived at the scene shortly before
noon.

The Kansas Highway Patrol
set up a road block at the'entran-
ce of the long lane to the Clutter
home shortly after the sheriff's
arrival, and kept the publie from

and blue jeans- wag on the couch
in the adjoining recreation room. |
Kenyon was barefooled, and his !
bed in his rooms upstairs was!
turned down and showe
having heen slept in,
The bed also was disarrayed in
the masler bedroom on the first

nightgown and. was found in an
upstairs bhedroom.

Wires Lo the two telephones in
the home, one in the study and
the other in the kitchen, had
heen cul and removed,

Here's the way the tragedy un-
folded:

Shortly after 9 a.m. Sunday,
Mr. and Mrs, Clarence Ewalt,
who live ahout three miles north

42 Thought Dead In

Crash of Big Ai

The plane, National Flight 967, Fla, after leaving Miami and whose son Carl, aftends South-
ed i vanished in a fog that enveloped | picked up 10 more passengers.) western and lhey also were at

NEW ORLEANS AP) — A Nu-
tional Airlines search pilot spolt (
the wreckage of a four-engine pas- | the area so quickly that Mojsant
senger plane in the Gulf of Mex-|International Airport at New Or-
ico today, leaving little hopes Iori leans had to amend ila mldmghti
the 36 passengers and a crew of,
gix. .
The Miami-to-New Orieans ar- | when the amended forecast came-
liner lost contact with radio points: 94t '
shortly after midnight,

The crash was the second in-
voiving a Nalional Alrlines plane

in six years. Another —plane: ;. " Y 606 foef qver the 450-mile
craghed in the guif in 1853 I'akmg}overwaber route from Miami.
46 lives. © A radar station at Dauphin s

I Capt. Charles H. Ruby, chief Dj"land, just south of Mobile, Ala.,
lot for National, spotted

‘past-southeast of New Orleans. g5

no sign of survivors,

port said its planes had spotled | jackels for each crewman and
-an oil slick and life raft, but no|passenger.

survivors.  The plane stopped &t Tamps,
LN

i

L

“Phe plane was about a half-hour:
~out of Moisant when it dropped:
_off the radar sereen that had been'
tracking it. The aireraft was fly.|

the g4 it was watching the plane on:
cold, Hight nertherly winds hecom: | plune's wreckage about 108 miles jts screen “when il ,ust dropped: OW ©

rliner

The crash today and the one in
1953 had some siriking paralleis.
The planes were on Lhe same run,

forecast. The plane was already! . weather conditions were aboul
| overdue at fog-shrouded- Moisanl.img sgme a;d both carried ap-|here Sunday night with the girl,

proximately lhe same passenger
lead.

The 1953 crash rédsulted in
a rash of law suits, one of which
was seltled only last week by the
U.8. Supreme Courl.

The high court denied a Nation-
sl Airlines petition for a review
‘of an order awarding $250,000 fo
‘Mrs. Beryle Whiteman Stiles, wid-
: f one of ihe victims.

The Coast Guard erdered an all-

His radio reoort said there was! The plane carried standard es-.‘ out search, including a specially Navy's Bureau af.Ships during
'cape equipment for over-water! equipped 93-fool search and res- World War 11, died Saturda
The Coust Guard's earlier re-'flight, including inflaiable life| cue vessel. Teams of dectors and; Cochrane, who was vice presl

i full medical equipment were
realdied and private vessels -join-
od the hunt,

-

d signs nfi

the scene, :

The road leading to the homa
is on the south side of the Sania
Fe Tracks at the southwesi corn-
er of Holcombh.

Also called to the scene short-
i ly after the discovery was the
Rev. Leanard Cowan, pastor of
the Methodisl Church here.
He returned to the ehurch In
| time o start the morning worship
cservice, al 10:45, made a brief
anneuncement aboul the tragedy,
cand left the pulpit to call the two
gsurviving daughiers.
| The next to the oldest girl, Bey-
erly, was in Winfield where she
! had attended Southwestern Col-
l]ege hemecoming festivities Sat-
urday. She had aitended South-
western two years, and then
transferred this fall as a student
in medical Lechiology at the Uni-
versily of Kansas Medical Cen.
ter in Kansas City, Kan,

She was attending church in
Winfield with & boy friend, Vere
English, who i5 a Southwestern
Student. Seated near her were the
: Ora Martins, from Garden City,

; Winfield for homecoming.
' Beverly was summoned from
the church, and the Martins also
were informed. They returned

. The eldest daughler, Eveanna,
| now Mrs. Don Jarchow of Mount
‘Carmel, I, is expected to ar
rive here by train tonight, with
her husband. They have one child,
a son, Tracy Lee.

i
'

Vicg Adm. Cachrane Dies

NEW HAVEN, Conn. }AP) w
: Viee Adm. Edward lull Cochrane
67, USN (Ret.), chief of theg *

i

of  Massachusetts Institute -
| Technology, retired from the Na
L AT adter 33 yoars aeev




